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as to advocate that the King should be actually
forced into the path of liberty should he seem
disinclined to enter it of his own accord. Gneise-
nau had similar and even more radical ideas. One
imagines oneself back in the days when St. Just
promulgated his laws against suspects, and im-
posed forced loans with a stroke of his pen.
According to Gneisenau all authorities who did
not show zeal in arming the nation's defenders
were to be deposed from office, all nobility not
consecrated by wounds or by sacrifices in the
cause of freedom to be abolished. The property
of the indifferent was to be seized and divided
among those who had been wounded and those
whose fathers had been slain; while kings who
directed armies against the patriots were to be
deposed and ministers who did not sympathise
with the cause were to be declared outlaws.

What interests us more particularly in all this
is that Blucher was the man unanimously fixed
upon to lead the victorious armies. To be sure
he was going through a very serious illness at the
time. Not only was his body affected but his
mind was a prey to the wildest delusions.

He actually believed [writes Boy en], that he was
pregnant with an elephant; . . . another time he im-
agined that his servants, bribed by France, had heated
the floor of his room very hot so as to cause him to
burn his feet. When he was sitting, therefore, he
kept his legs raised from the ground, or else he would
jump round on tiptoe!